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Her gift to give 

Making art, like travel, is a kind of navigation of real and imagined hurdles 
requiring an adventurous, self-questioning spirit willing to take risks. Finding 
ones voice as an artist requires time and exploration. 

Both art and travel permit liberties not usually taken in the hurly-burly of 
everyday life. Travellers and artists take risks, break rules, take photographs, 
remember places and revisit favourite sites, indulge obsessions and expend 
vast resources on achieving their desires. Both return with insights, bringing 
welcome and unwelcome observations that can upturn the world view of the 
more sedate. Hedy Ritterman is both this traveller and this artist.

While travellers simply feed their own desires and personal development, artists 
feed those around them with the mercurial skill of transforming their journey 
into experiences for others, as Ritterman achieves here. This is the artist’s gift.

In to know a veil, Ritterman casts a long view over the entire body of her work 
and creates an installation distilling her voice, in which we can see a number of 
important threads: a heightened art historical literacy, in references to Boltanski 
and Richter in particular; a love of analogue technologies and their attendant 
aesthetics; exploration of digital technologies and their formal qualities. 

Driven by an overriding desire to explore photography in its many permutations, 
Ritterman is easeful in shifting between reportage through to abstraction, from 
the meaning inherent in the image to the meaning inherent in the photograph 
as object. Bound by an intelligent eye for composition, for irony and the politics 
of representation, Ritterman can’t help but lift the veil.    
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